
ABSTRACT. The UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) are perhaps the most ambitious attempt to 
date at global monitoring of human well-being. They 
combine economic, social and environmental 
dimensions, with a particular emphasis on social 
inclusion. This lecture will focus especially on the 
extent to which SDG 5 — which aims at Gender 
Equality — can help ensure food security, within and 
beyond households. It will also explore the 
relationship of SDG 5 with several other goals which 
impinge centrally on the question of food security, 
but many of which pay no attention to gender 
equality.  

The lecture will argue that although SDG 5 holds 
substantial potential, it also has serious limitations in 
promoting food security on its own. There is a need 
not only to link SDG 5 with the SDGs which focus on 
poverty and hunger, but also to create synergies 
between SDG 5 and goals relating to environmental 
sustainability, such as climate change, forest 
ecosystems, and marine resources. In turn, we may 
ask: can the environmental goals themselves be 
achieved without a focus on gender equality and the 
synergies inherent therein? Finally, the lecture will 
examine factors beyond those included in the SDGs — 
in particular institutional innovations in agriculture — 
attention to which could open up new pathways for 
both empowering women and achieving food 
security. 
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BINA AGARWAL is a Professor of Development 
Economics and Environment at the University of 
Manchester, and former Director and Professor of 
Economics at the Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi. 
She has held distinguished positions at Harvard, 
Princeton, Michigan, Minnesota and New York, and 
been President of the International Society for Ecological 
Economics, Vice-President of the International 
Economic Association, and President of the 
International Association for Feminist Economics. 

Agarwal’s publications include 13 books and 85 
professional papers on subjects such as environment 
and development; property and land rights; the political 
economy of gender; agriculture, technology and 
institutions; and poverty and inequality. Her recent 
books include Gender and Green Governance (Oxford 
University Press, 2010) and Gender Challenges, a three-
volume compendium of her selected papers (Oxford 
University Press, 2016). 

In 2016, Agarwal was elected an international 
member of the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei. She 
holds honorary doctorates from ISS, The Hague, and the 
University of Antwerp. In 2008, she received a Padma 
Shri from the President of India. She has also received 
many awards for her research, including the 1994 Edgar 
Graham Book Prize; the 2005 Ramesh Chandra Award; 
the 2002 Malcolm Adiseshiah Award; the 2010 Leontief 
Prize; and in 2017 the Order of Agricultural Merit, 
France, the Louis Malassis Prize, and the International 
Balzan Prize. 
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