
 
  

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

1. Background  
 
In Europe as much as everywhere in the world, reaching the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 
2030 will not be an easy task. To meet the challenge, governments insist on the need for all 
stakeholders to engage in the national implementation of these goals, in particular Non Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs). 
 
Two years after the adoption of the SDGs, we observe that the definition of this new partnership is not 
clear yet, and that the mobilisation of NGOs differs widely across countries and sectors. A recent 
study among NGOs showed that the awareness of national SDG implementation plans and processes 
is particularly low in Europe, with 54% of respondents not being aware of their countries 
implementation plans for the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs (Together 2030, 2017). 
   
In this closed, interactive workshop, actors from different European countries and sectors will interact 
in an informal setting in order to clarify expectations, exchange best practices and promote mutual 
learning. They will also discuss difficulties and barriers encountered in the mobilization of NGOs and 
identify concrete solutions to strengthen their participation and contribution to the implementation 
of the Agenda 2030 in and by Europe. 
 

  

 
 

Concept note  
Workshop : Implementing SDGs in and by Europe: 

What role for NGOs in the new partnership? 

  
September 19th, 10am to 5pm 

MAS, 10-18 Rue des Terres au Curé, 75013 Paris 

http://eye.sbc36.com/c?p=xBBZ8X1UOnUHSNC2QTZe0MYn0K_yxBA4dmD65jAjStCAe-NhAjfQqGLZc2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudG9nZXRoZXIyMDMwLm9yZy93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAxNy8wNS9GSU5BTC1SZXBvcnQtVG9nZXRoZXItMjAzMC1QZXJjZXBldGlvbnMtU3VydmV5LTIwMTcuZG9jeC5wZGakMzYzMsQQEh7QydCPL31eQtC5bNC50Jh5XdDNUq1leWUuc2JjMzYuY29txBTQ2m_QrNDd0I3o0Jbz0J0K0NvQs9DeF9Cy0Nc40NJJ5Q
http://eye.sbc36.com/c?p=xBBZ8X1UOnUHSNC2QTZe0MYn0K_yxBA4dmD65jAjStCAe-NhAjfQqGLZc2h0dHA6Ly93d3cudG9nZXRoZXIyMDMwLm9yZy93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAxNy8wNS9GSU5BTC1SZXBvcnQtVG9nZXRoZXItMjAzMC1QZXJjZXBldGlvbnMtU3VydmV5LTIwMTcuZG9jeC5wZGakMzYzMsQQEh7QydCPL31eQtC5bNC50Jh5XdDNUq1leWUuc2JjMzYuY29txBTQ2m_QrNDd0I3o0Jbz0J0K0NvQs9DeF9Cy0Nc40NJJ5Q


 

2. Format  

The workshop will be interactive and discussion-based rather than presentation-based. All 

participants are expected to actively participate in the informal discussions and encouraged to share 

their experiences and expectations as regards the mobilization of NGOs around the SDGs at the 

national or EU level. If you want to prepare for the discussions, you may reflect on the questions here 

below :  

How are NGOs mobilizing around the SDGs in your country? Who is mobilizing and why? Why are 

some NGOs not mobilizing?  

How would you define the roles of NGOs in the new partnership for the SDGs?  
 
What is needed to ensure meaningful and transparent multi-stakeholder partnerships for the 
implementation of SDGs?  
 
Are you involved in a multi-stakeholder partnership for the implementation of the SDGs? What are 

the lessons learnt so far? What challenges do you encounter? What are the next steps? 

Are you involved in an NGO coalition or platform that uses the SDGs for joint advocacy or 
accountability activities? What are the lessons learnt so far? What challenges do you encounter? 
What are the next steps? 
 

You might also be interested in reading our working paper on the mobilization of NGOs around the 

SDGs in Germany and France to which you are welcome to react and comment upon.  

  

http://www.iddri.org/Publications/How-do-NGOs-mobilize-around-the-SDGs-and-what-are-the-ways-forward-A-French-German-comparison


3. Draft agenda 
 
 
9 :30-10 :00  Welcome coffee  
 
10- 10 :15   Presentation of the objectives of the workshop 
   
10 :15- 11 :00  Round table introduction of participants 
 
11 :00 -12 :30  Thematic block 1) Holding the government to account 
 
During this session you will have the opportunity to share experiences from your country :  
 
What is the state of the mobilization of NGOs in your country and how do they use the SDGs for their 
accountability and advocacy activities ? 
 
It will also be the occasion to discuss collectively the value added of the SDGs for advocacy and 
accountability activities.   

 
 
12 :30 -13 :30            LUNCH BREAK 

 
 
 

13 :30- 14 :30  Thematic block 2) Bringing NGOs from different sectors together  
 
During this session we will reflect on emerging NGO advocacy coalitions or platforms for the SDGs. 
For those who are involved in such initiatives, this will be the opportunity to share experiences and 
lessons learnt. Together, we will reflect on potential next steps for such initiatives. 

 
 

14 :30- 14 :45           COFFEE BREAK 

 
 
14 :45- 16 :45 Thematic block 3) Implementing the SDGs on the ground via multi-

stakeholder partnerships 
 
This session will be dedicated to the implementation of SDGs on the ground. Multi-stakeholder 
partnerships are often said to be key for a succesful implementation of the SDGs. Based on the 
sharing of your experiences and the expectations of the different actors represented, participants will 
identify success factors for meaningful and transparent multi-stakeholder partnerships for the 
implementation of the SDGs. 

 
16 :45-17 :00  Conclusions and next steps 
 

 

  



4. List of participants  

Last name First name Organisation 
Asali Sami Coordination SUD 
Bas Luc International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Bernaudon Stéphane MTES - French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy 

Bettin  Renaud GERES - Groupe Energies Renouvelables, Environnement et Solidarités 

Bonraisin Marie Convergences 
Borbely Laszlo State Counsellor to the Prime Minister’s Office of the Romanian Government 

Bortzmeyer Martin MTES - French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy 
Buchholz Rebecca Open Knowledge Foundation Deutschland e.V. 

Charveriat Céline Institute for European Environmental Policy (IEEP) 

Darviot 
Pierre-
Antonin MAEAE- French Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Demailly Damien Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI)  
Garcia Paret Carlos  Coordinadora 
Grigat Sonja Venro  

Hackenesch Christine  German Development Institute (DIE) 

Hege Elisabeth  Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI)  

Kanner Jussi The Finnish NGDO Platform to the EU Kehys 
King Brenda EESC / Sustainable Development Observatory  
Le Floch Laura  Secours Islamique France 

Leenknegt Pieter 
Kingdom of Belgium - Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and 
Development Cooperation 

Lessa 
Vianna  Fabiola  BNP Paribas 

Lo Iacono Giulio Alleanza Italiana per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (ASviS) 
Mayer-Ries Jörg BMUB -German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, 

Building and Nuclear Safety 
Neumann Lisa  BMEL - German Federal Ministry for Nutrition and Agriculture  

Peyre Coline France Volontaires 

Pock Maximilian BMLUW - Austrian Ministry for Agriculture and the Environment 
Rigot Veronique CNCD and Belgium2030 Platform 
Ritz Ingo Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) 

Sapijanskas Jurgis  MTES - French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy 
Scholz Stephanie Diakonie  
Schönfeld Sarah Comité 21 

Seang Claire  ACTED 

Sénit 
Carole-
Anne Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development, Utrecht University 

Tuuhia Vaia Association 4D 
Van Ermen Raymond European Partners for the Environment (EPE) 
White Maggie Water Right Makers-Eau Vive-Butterfly Effect Water Coalition-French Water 

Partnership 
 

 



5. How to get there  

The workshop will take place at Maison des Associations de Solidarité (MAS), a red building at 10-18 

Rue des Terres au Curé, 75013 Paris. 

To get there by public transport you can take the metro line 14 to Olympiades and then walk for 10 

minutes (see map below). 

 

 

You can also take the Metro line 7 to Porte de Choisy and walk for 12 minutes (see map below). 

 

 

 

 


