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Education pays




Higher levels of tertiary qualifications are associated with higher earnings
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Relative earnings of tertiary-educated workers, by level of educational attainment (2023)
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Relative earnings have remained stable on average across the OECD

OECD average earnings of 25 -34 year olds relative to the earnings of their peers with upper secondary education, by
attainment level (2014 - 2022)
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Fields of study have strong effects on earnings

Relative earnings of tertiary-educated adults, by field of study (2023)

A Science, Technology, Engineering et Mathematics (STEM) = Arts and humanities, social sciences, journalism and information
® Business, administration and law # Health and welfare
30 *
*
20 r @ () A A A A A
® A 4
10 A A A o o [ ‘ A ®
0 1 1 1 A 1 1 ‘ 1 1 1 1 ‘ 1 1 1 1 ‘ 1 1 . 1 1 1 J
‘ -— -— - * — f— - -— -—
10 = 3 = ¢ o o ¢ ®
L 4
¢ 2
-20 3 — i
30 L —
X c © © > o © @ S o F 0o 3 = T o o© o s
g S ® 7 2 ° = 5 S 2 5 3 2 s S = < < =
< s 5 2 S 3 £ 2 Y 3 & S 2 £ < © 2 7 ©
o & O < z N kS k= s £ = o i s g 2
(=) = ~ 7} Q G o
2 kel = x ©
an 9 g 2
'c
D



(%6T) pue|ad|
(%971) |e8n1iod
(%2T) uspams
(%2T) eluois3
(%6%) n1ad
(%97) eunuasiy
(%¥2) uleds
(%6) puejiazyMs
(%9T1) AemioN
(%0T) elnie]
(%LT) elquojo)
(%TT) puejeaz maN
(%¥€) eay e3s0)
(%8) e1yoaz)

(%0T) spuelayiaN
(%TT) a1tyd

(%zT) AeSuny

(%L2) I1ze4g

(%0T) eliisny

(%8) eljesisny

(%) ersauopul

(%¢) etuanols

(%ST) Auewsan
(%TP) 03N

(%€T) @8euane @230
(%2T) wop3sury panun
(%61) Aleyl

(%€) 2214V Yynos
(%TT) 28eJane gzN3
(%TT) ®2ueld

(%T) eaJ0

(%¢) 239310

(%19) elpul

(%9) sa1e15 panun
(%ST) Yewuag

(%S) epeue)

(%€T1) wni8|ag

(%¢£) 211gnday yenols
(%9) eluenyu

(%S) puejod

(%8¢) AnnL

(%zT1) eleSINg

(%6) 1983

(%¥) eneos)

(%) eluewoy

(%01) puejud|

(%¥) puejaJ|

@ Tertiary

# Upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary

Shares of 25-34 year-olds outside the labour force, by educational attainment (2024)

B Below upper secondary

Adults without upper secondary attainment are at high risk of

dropping out of the labour force
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Higher education can be expensive




Expenditure per student often increases with the level of education

)

Government expenditure per full-time equivalent student, by level of education (2022)

USD converted
using PPPs
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Tuition fees for master’s programmes

)

USD converted using PPPs

Annual average tuition fees charged to national students for master's or equivalent programmes, by type of

institution (2022/23)
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Even when tuition is high, lifetime financial returns are high

Private financial returns for a woman attaining a short-cycle tertiary degree or a bachelor's or higher degree (2022)

B Bachelor's, master's and doctoral m Tertiary programmes (all combined)
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International student mobility continues to increase almost everywhere
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Trends in the share of international or foreign students in tertiary education (2013, 2018 and 2023)
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Social mobility is still a distant dream in many countries



>> Educational attainment is closely linked to socio-economic background

Share of 25-34 year-olds with tertiary education, by parental educational attainment (2023)

B Neither parent attained upper secondary education

m At least one parent attained tertiary education
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Completion rates for bachelor’s programmes are low in many countries

Completion rates of new entrants to bachelor's programmes, by timeframe (2023)

m By the end of the theoretical duration of the programme @ By the end of the theoretical duration of the programme plus three years
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Skills and qualifications are not the same
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A large share of adults has low literacy skills

Proficiency in literacy among adults (2023)
MW Below level 1 M Level 1 Wlevel2 M®Llevel3 mLlevel4 MWLevel5

I

Japan
Sweden
Finland
Norway
Netherlands
Denmark
England (UK)
Flemish Region (Belgium)
Canada
Estonia
Ireland
Slovak Republic
Germany
Switzerland
New Zealand
Czechia
OECD average
Croatia
United States
France
Austria

Spain

Korea
Hungary
Latvia

Italy

Israel
Lithuania
Poland
Portugal
Chile

60

|

i

!

20 30 40 50 60 70 80

u
o
N
o
w
o
N
o
=
o
o
[
o




Skill levels have been declining among adults with low attainment

Trends in adults' mean literacy proficiency, by educational attainment (2012 and 2023)
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Different surveys show different participation rates in education
and training, but patterns are consistent

Average participation in education and training, by survey, gender, age group, educational attainment and labour
force status

B PIAAC - OECD average ¢ EU-AES - average of 27 countries @ EU-LFS - average of 27 countries
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Investment into education




Countries invest between 3% and 8% of GDP into education

)

Expenditure on educational institutions as a percentage of GDP, by level of education (2022)
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In some countries, education is one of the most important items
of government expenditure

Distribution of government expenditure by function (2023)
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Expenditure per student can vary strongly across subnational
regions

Regional variation in expenditure on educational institutions per full-time equivalent student (2022)

USD converted using PPPs
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Only a small fraction of public R&D budgets allocated to education research

Share of government R&D budget allocated to education (2023)
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Countries spend their money differently




Smaller classes or better teachers?

Student-teacher ratio
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Annual teaching hours of teachers vary strongly across OECD countries

)

Teaching time of teachers, by level of education (2023)
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In most OECD countries, teacher salaries are lower than the
average salaries of tertiary-educated workers

Actual salaries of primary teachers relative to earnings of tertiary-educated workers (2024)

B Teachers' salaries relative to similarly educated workers' earnings (weighted averages)
# Teachers' salaries relative to tertiary-educated workers' earnings
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In some countries, teacher salaries increased substantially

Change in primary teachers’ statutory salaries between 2015 and 2024 (most prevalent qualifications after 15 years )

B Change in salary with 15 years of experience # Change in starting salary

Change in percentage points
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Countries with increasing class size raised teacher salaries more
strongly than other countries

Index of change in teachers' salaries and in average class size in primary education between 2015 and 2023
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Mulitple factors influence the salary costs per student

Contribution of various factors to salary cost of teachers per student in public institutions, primary education (2023)
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Mulitple factors influence the salary costs per student

Contribution of various factors to salary cost of teachers per student in public institutions, primary education (2023)
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